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ght of God rch | 
ſembly of Divines at. Weſtminſter. William Twiſſe Was 


born at Speenham: land, near Newbury in Berkſhire, Eng- | 
and. His graudfather was à German, who, on ſome oc. 
caſions had come over into Englatid, and made way, under 

the Proyidepce of God, for his graidfon being left a ver7 


choice bleſſing to that kingdom, '-His father was a ſubſtantial 
dothier, and educated Um at Wincheſter ſchool, from 


hence, at eighieen years of age, he. Was travflated to New 151 
in Oxford, of Which he was fellow. Here he made 2 


Colle | 
the cloſeſt. application to his ſtudies, for ſixteen years toges 


curate knowledge of Logie, 


— 


adorned the learning of the ſchools by his literary knows. Pp 
lage He , proceeded Malter of Nets in the. year 168. 


A Cs, 


and about the ſame tune he entered into holy orders, and 
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ev; WILLI Twins; D. D. Paſtor of New 
. bury, a very learned and lahoriqus divine, an einen 
s church, and prolocutor of the venerable Al- 
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gether 5 and acquired, an, extenſive..and very deep and a 
Philoſophy,..and Divinity, He 
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became a diligent and frequent preacher” of the everlaſting 
_—_ - - 2 'of gur Lord and Savioor;- Jeſus Chriſt. He wa; 
=_  citemed a popular preacher in the Univerſity 3\ and though 
ſome judged that bis diſcourſes were a little too ſcholaſtic, 
yet they were accompanied with power, and followed with 
ſucceſs. He was admired and diſtinguiſhed among his co. 
temporaries in the Univerſity, on account of his cloſeneſs of 
application to his ſtudies, rhe vivacity and: ſubtility of his wit, 
his exact judgment, his holy exemplary lite and converſation, 
and, all other valuable qualities which-became a man of lis 

- profeſſion. | And having ſuch advantages, his mind was ſoon 
enriched with whatever is valuable, entertaining, or exquiſite 
in literature.. 58 


* 


4 prpceeded Doctor of Divinity, with general applauſe, 
in the year 1614, after having given abundant proof both of 
FD his learuing and induſtry, * catechetical lectures in the 
| college chapel, and in his diſputations, as well as in tran- 
_ Icribing and judiciouſly correcting the writings of the famous 
7. Dr. Thomas Bradwardine, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, which 
wueere to be publiſhed by Sir Henry Saville. © _ | 
% 1. 5 | n A * 1 
Hr wos called upon at this time to preach a ſermon on 2 
day appointed for baptifing a Jew, one Joſeph Barnet, who 
taught many of the ſtudents Hebrew in Oxford then, and 
dteceived many of the univerſity doctors, eſpecially Doctor 
Lake, Provoſt of New College, by pretending that he wa 
WW” , converted to "Chriſtianity ; but the day before he was to 
E”. , have been' baptiſed, having filled his purſe, he ran away. 
Hloweyer, being purſued, he wis brought back; and Doc- 
tor Twiſſe, the next day, laid aſide the ſermon be had 
|  Nuadied, upon a ſuppoſition that the Jew was to be baptiſed, 
Aud preached a mott excellent and remarkable fermon upon 
BR | Is revolt, wherein he ſhewed God's juſt judgment upon 
er  . that rebelliovs. backſliding nation and people, whom be had 
Niven up td a reprobate mind, even to this very day. He 
- Acquitted himſelf on this remarkable occaſion in ſuch a learn. 
dn and maſterly manner, that he was applauded and admired 
dy the whole Univerſity. | As Datames, a very brave and 
Fieat man, following the buſineſs of a ſoldier, firſt diſcover 
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ed * he was, in 5 var. which King 4 2 c 5 «+ 


on againſt the Caduſians a: So Doctor Twille firit diſcovered 
what he was eminently as a divine and ſcholar, on this 
den The ſhort time which he had to ſtudy his 4 0 0 f 
au the manner in which he handled it, cauſed him 
be@nuch admired. His celebrated lectures every Thurſday, 
n the pariſh church of St, Olaves, were ſo much frequent- 
ed by the gpownſmen, and the inhabitants of the town, tha 

his fame reached the court: and when be Jay hid in his. 
demic.cell, King James I. made choice of him to be In 
to his danger | lizabeth, the Princeſs Palatine, and to at- 
company her into Germany. Previous to his entetiug 
opon kis travels into Germany, he very prudently diſpoſed 
of his patrimony, which was about thirty pounds yearly, and 
ommended it to his brother, requiring him, that aut of the 
rents of it, he ſhould raiſe portions for 155 ſiſters. 

nan ſheweth favour, and Jendeth ; he will gude his 1 
with creation, * Fil. cxli. 5: pot 


A when he ſet out 0 bs Princeſs, to . the 


journey both profitable and pleaſant, he. expounded, parts f 


the holy ſcriptures daily. Every one is delighted with fome 
peculiar \pleaſure b. And they who are born again of Wa- 
er and of the Spirit, John vi. 5. are delighted with the 

word of God, as their peculiar pleaſure. As N | 
babes, deſire "the, ſincere milk of the word, that ye may |. 
mow: ther ehy, 1 Pet. ii. 2. And as his judicious expoſitions 
and obſervations ſeryed to render the way leſs tedious c : ſo 
bey were alſo meaus, along with his many wiſe and ſeaſon- 
able admonitions, to moderate the grief of the Princeſs⸗ on N 
leaving her dear country. He taught her from the word pf 
God, ** that here we have no abiding city; but ought to 
* feck a better in the world to come.” She was alſo hereby 
prepared, under the bleſſing of God, to encounter all choſe af. 
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4 1 Dat. L | 
1 Trabit aua que mque voluptas. Virg. Ed, u. * 
. N e nn. Kel. ix. 63. Nen n | 
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the court of the Elector Palarine, before he was recalled 


| 1. "her huſband, | They both lamented' the lols of ſach a jewe 


© + thoſe rare and-elaborate works, which have been the ad 


weer and market-town in Berkſhive, 56 miles diſtant fro 
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ate viſited and tried: For ſoon after ſhe was crowrel 


Queen. of Bohemia, ſhe was forced to fly from that coun. 
ex, when pregnant, and excluded from the Palatinate, thy 
paternal inheritance” of her huſband, and driven to live in 

Pelle the remaining part of her days, - Then ſhe firmly he, 
Heved, and ſweetly experienced; What che Doctor had very 
often inculcated; That God's pracious Providence doth cr. 
der all the eſtates and conditions of all marikind, whether 
proſperous or adverſe, according to his own good pleaſure, 

- + and far the everlaſting good of thoſe who belong to him, . 


. ',  "precable to that promiſe, Rom. viii, 28. And we knoy 


-that all things work together for good to them who low 
Dod, to them who are the called according to his purpoſe,” 
Thus the Princeſs was both forewarned and forearmed by 
"him. It was probably on account of his eminent ſervice 
tis way, to the Queen, that Prince Rupert, one of her 
ons, in the time of the civil war in England, coming u 
Newbury, where the Doctor was miniſter, behaved vid 
the greateſt courteſy and familiarity to him; making him the 
largeſt promiſes, if he would be of the court party, writ 
3 their defence, and live among them. But the Doc 
had not fo learned Chriſt, and therefore could not- comp) 
with theſe meaſures. He had not been quite two months: 


o England, to the great grief of the Queen, and allo d 


The Prince ſhewed his great concern at the Doctor's depa 
ture, in a Latin ſpeech which he made to him. The mol 
"Janguine projects of life are often wonderfully diverted fron 
_ "their purpoſed courſe, by the inviſible hand of over-rul 
- Providence. | . 
rox his return to England, his native country, b 
dloſely and when applied himfelf for the glory of God, an 
*for the good of his church. And, in a country village, as 
mean houſe, by very cloſe ſtudy, he laid the foundation 


iratibn of all the reformed churches-both at home and : 
5 After ward, he was made Vicar of Newbury, 


Sener = » ty a 


TWI1ISSE. a 

London, according to Entick d. Here he gained vaſt re- 

putation both by his uſeful preaching, and his exe 

If. And divine. Providence fo ordered, that where he had 

firſt ſeen the natural light, and drawn his firſt breath, he 

ſhould” be @ burning and chiniug light, in a ſpiritoal ſenſe, 

0 guide and direct, as a bright ſtar in Chriſt's right hand, 
By the inhabitants of that plate in the way to heavenly glory. 
ry Here he paſſed the remaining part of his time in this world, 
with much ſatisfaction, learning in whatever ſtate he was 
- to be content, to che great comfort, profit, and edification 
N of the people. =" : | | by 


K Tur diſpoſition of his mind was ſuch, that bo neidert 
et the riches of this world, nor yer eccleſiaſtical digni- 

des and preferments; but modeſtly «rejeted them, when 

cry they were offered him. He often congratulated himſelf on _ 
108 his low "retired condition, and accounted - himfelf much in- 

gebred to the Lord his God, becauſe he had graciouſly 
paced him in a mean condition, as being liable to fewer 
temptations and dangers than in the Epiſcopal dignity he 
might have been expoſed to. Like Luther, who is aid to 
have had this paſſage in his laſt will and teſtament Lord 
God, I thank thee, becauſe that thou haſt been pleaſed 80 
mke me a poor and indigent man upon earth. I have nei- 
ther houſe, nor land, nur money, to leave behind me e“ 


Newbury is somewhat remarkable for eminent persons. | 
Here flourished John Winscomb, or Jack of Newbury, one of 55 
the greatest clothiers in England, who, in the reigu of King 
Henry VIII. maintained 100 of his own men in the expedi- 
tion. to Flodden - field. It is also the birth - place of Mr. Ken- 
nick, a merchant of London, Who left very considerable Sum 
- for encouraging the cloathing trade in this town and in Read-w SY 
ang. And Mr. Benjamin Woodbridge, who, succeeded Br. 
ad 2 


Twize at Newbury, was a yery great and eminent man 
4 Melch, Adam. Vit. German. Theol, 
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Wen God raiſethus high by his Providence, we are i 
danger of lifting up ourſelves by pride, even againſt him. — 
faping to the gold or preferment, Thou art my hope; 
and to the fine gold, or high preferment, Thou art my 
canfidence.”” And there is a ſecret, malignity in this world: 
riches, and in preferments, when they meet with the cor. 
ruptions of our hearts, to lift us up in pride, and withdraw our 
hearts from the © living God, who giveth us monly all 
things to enjoy,” 1 Tim vi. 17. And we may ſuppoſe 
* Twiſſe felt this in his own experience: for he 
was particularly acquainted with the groſs corruption of the 
human heart. Be declined being Warden of the College at 
Wincheſter, after he was choſen, and earnefHy requeited to 
Accept it, though it was a very lucrative 2 It is ſaid to 

have been equal to the greateſt eccleſtaſtic preferment far 


zz raed i ee cmMMCM. oc = .  _.O_ TT TT: 


w__ profit, He requelted the offerers to beſtow it upon ſome 
8 more worthy perſon. And hereby he ſhewed, ſays Clark, Bi * 
5 | „That he rather deſired to attend his ſtudies in private, Wil © 
| than to wax old and live idle in a more honourable place.” Wl © 
wilt A place of ſolitude better ſuited his ſtudious diſpoſition, than Wh * 
| a place of honour and preferment. He afterward refuſed : 
| 8 Prebend at W incheſter, when offered him; returning had Wi 4 
| to Doctor Moore, his father-in-law, who was Prebendary of WW" 
W Wincheſter, and other friends, but intreating them to give” 
1 dim leave to abide at Newbury to attend the flock over 
| Which God had placed him; ſaying, © He thought himſelf th 
| '' unfit for a cathedral-emp)oyment : it was hard for him, among 3: 
ſuch eminent men as the Prebendaries of Wincheſter, eicher la 
to fing muſically enough, or to preach rhetorically 5 3 
Robert, Earl of Warwick, alſo offered him a Rectory; which, lo1 
_ | becauſe it was a fmaller pariſh than Newbury, and old age wa 
F  _ _ creeping in upon him, and his bodily ſtrength failing, he thanks 
1 | ' * _ - fully accepted, provided that the Earl would take ſpecial c: ſuc 
td to ſend a pious faithful paſtor to Newbury. | The Doctors” 
a5 | wWaited upon the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with whom be 
bad been well acquainted while they were ſtudents toge the, 
| 1 „at Oxford, concerning this buſineſs. The Archbiſhop en, / 
% tertained him courteouſly, and promiſed to grant his requelt i... 
— adding, that he would repreſent him to the King for a pic 
Wn 226 learned may, and no Puritan. But the Docter was que 
1 8 wig n \ 
Wd” . * : \ 


— ” 


enough to * from ſuch treatment and langu 
that ſnares were laid for him. Accordingly, he returned 


% Newbury, and thought no morg of leaving it. Thus 
we ſee, that this very eminent man did ſhrink from the dig- 


nes and preferments in the church of England. Like 
Quintus Sextius, a Pythagorean philoſopher, oo flouriſhed 
m the time of Auguſtus. . He ſeemed formed to riſe in the 
republic ; but he ſhrunk from civil honours, and declined ac- 
cepting of the rank of Senator when it was offered him by 
Julius Czar, that he might have time to make application 
unto plyloſophy f. And as Ageſilaus, the valiant Lacede. 
monian Prince, preferred a good name before the moſt 
wealthy kingdom, and eſteemed it far more glorious to obey 


Twiſſe preferred the glory and honour of his royal 
to all Epiſcopal preferments; and accounted obedience to 


urch of Chriſt abroad, by his elaborate and celebrated La- 
tia work, in anſwer to the much famed book of Arminius 
zpainſt Perkins, that the States of Friefland ſent him a preſs. 
ing invitation to accept the place of Divinity Profeſſor, in the 
Univerſity of Francker. This is the highe(t preferment chat 
a miniſter of the goſpel was capable of iu that country. And 
the States took order to clear the expences of his tranſport- 
ation ; but he refuſed this invitation alſo, ** And how often, 


my of preferments, while the poor ſheep of Chriſt feed be- 
n | | 


* 


ſuceeſsful oppoſition to the enemy?s of God's ſovereignty and 
grace, both Arminians and Jeſuits. He was an active, un- 


| f Eacyclop. Briran. under Sextiue, vol. 17. part l. EA. 
e Nep. Agesil. 4. 5% 7; IE 
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the laws of his country, than to conquer Aſia by war £: So 
ſter 


the: laws of Chriſt's houſe far more glorious, than to move . 
in. the higheſt ſphere under the noiſy applanſe of men. He 
came to be ſo well known in the learned world, and in the 


s an eminent divine, „do goats clamber up the moun- 


He was eminently diltiuguiſhed by his bold, determined, 


yearied, mighty, and victor ious champion in theſe ap 
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* And the keen oppoſition: of his antagoniſts was (@ 
= from ſtag gering his (poſton it confirmed his mind the 


more in the belief of the. truth, As the foreſt oaks are ſaid 
to be better eſtabliſhed in « they roots, by lor my winds and 


© baating rempeſts. , He 
bating of errors of hols times, and embfaced al} oppor. 


| Ke for. that 


de uncommon exertions in com. 


urpole; and His abilities always encreaſed 


With his work. fie Was ever glad ta meet with the greateſt 


4 difficulties from his adverſaries: the harder the taſk which 


they preſcribed to bim, the better it 1 him my „A preat 


* 
' 
of 1 
- 
* 
— 2 
, 


ited man 8 overcome not on kf Fre di 
impoſſibilities; yea, be is 
greateſt diſſiculties, becauſe they . 40 the greatneſs of his 


culties, but 
to meet with the 


| —— 3 ſays an eminent divine j. He obſerved the move. 
ments of Arminian errors with peculiar care; and uſed the 
_ molt vigorons-efforts to ſtop their progreſs,  . His attention 


was every where in this cauſe, as. is ſaid with 'Fegard to 


Bimop Secker. He was the Brad wardine of the age; and 
he may well be ranked among thoſe eminent characters, whs 
have moſt ſucgeſefully contributed their unwearied excr: 
nuns ſor the viudication of the truth as it is in Jeſus. 5 
Was e celebrated for his very able e 


of the excellent 


Mr. Perkins, againſt the ArTmiui- 
| hath given abundant. proof, in this very accurate 
2 moſt e 


4259 defence, that Arminius's much ſpoken of 


-* _ book was not-ynanſwerable. . And he hath diſplayed, in this 
remarkable work, ſuch induſtry, perſeverance, and erudi 


tion, as are only equalled by the exquiſite judgment, and 
forcible annnated reaſoning, which he hath therein diſcovered, 
This great undertaking appears ſufficient to have occupied 
half the life of an ordinary Writer, Here he carefully ex- 
amines the contents of Arminius's book, with the eagle. eye 


— 


def a philoſopher and ſacred critic ; 99, he leaves not ile 
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rative, we {hall here ſubjoin the joint ſuffrages of er. 
i eminent Divines, of different e "Cons er rat 

done and abroad, to this purpoſe. | - 


Tun ned and judicious Rivet, in vis Lache price is * 
Dr. Twille's Animadverſions, above referred to, ſays, when 
ſpeaking concerning him : 1 the author, * 
nethod, ſcholaſtic form of r arpneſs, and ac. 
ere 1 leave to the judgment of the readers. The moſt 
earned men in the whole ian world; even thoſe who |" | 
xt of the oppoſite party, confeſs, that there was nothin | | 
hitherto publiſhed more accurate, nothing more finiſhed =. 
full, touching this controverſy, than What was written wa 
br. Twilſe. And this ought to pleaſe all the godly at 1 


that” always every where he hath been earneſt in 3 
caiſe; and - hath ſo r it, if any one ever did, 
bſurd objections, he calumnies of the adverſaries, 
that out of his r not only the learned, but alſo thoſe 
who are leſs exertiſed in controverſies, may find og 
to enable them to extricate themſelves from the ſnares of 
their nts.” And that eminent Erigliſh divine, Dr. 
Owen, ſays, in his epiſtle prefixed to Dr. Twins | 
« Riches of God's Love, Ie is well known what ſphere: 1 
this 18 author moved: i in; how far elevated above an, 
pollibllity of my reaching the leaſt eſteem to him or his la- ö 
hours: This 1 ſhall take the boldneſs to ſay; that this | 
Treatiſe of our author, comes not any whit behind the n 


choiceſt of thoſe other eminent works of his; Wberein, 

„ this cauſe of God, be faithfully: ſer ved his generation. — 

Taube not but it will appear to the reader; that he hath 

dealt with the adverſaries of the truth, in their chie feſt 

de Wi bolds, advantages, and ſtreugths, putting them to ſhame in 

the calumnies and lies which they make their refuge. 

Au the learned Mr. Henry Jeanes, the publiſner of Dr. 

Twilſe's Riches of God's Love, ſays, in a preface to it. 

Were this book; that I row preſent unto thy view, unto. 

vine there is not amy peer for ſohidity, and accuratetieſs in 

er. ſcholaltic divinity in the Englith tongue, tranſlated into La- 
blot) bane been wire onkek divines deus N 1 


4 * — 


ey bay 55 Ny WAS SE: 
nate of it, as Jerome had of tertain bochs of the mar. 
9e Lucian, Written with bis own hand, which he valued 23 
| e precious jewel: ora Beza hall of a commentary. of Alt 

| Roſlock, on the-Epiltle to tbe Romans and Epheſiuns; con- 
.. _ *cerning which he wrote to a friend, that he had poiten a 
__ 1 qreaſure of incompatable worth. And Dr Ridley; in his 

—_ . Body. of. Divinity, queſt. 12. 14. ſpeaking of Dr, T wiſe, 
r Tays, I am not aſhamed ti own... my very great eſteem of 
Hiubis excellently learned and pious Writer, uho was as conſi- 
daerable for that part of learning, Which his works diſcover 

him o have been chuverſant in, as moſt in his day.“ Aud 

De, Hall, Biſhop. of Norwich; in a letter to a friend. relative 

to s wall bock of Dr. Twille's, entitled, The Doubting 
Vouſcience Reſolved”? ſays, “ I return you many thanks 

der the ſavohrs you haye done me. in aftording me the view 

df thus ſolid and ſeaſopable piece of Dr. Ty iſſe, in Full anſwer 

ti this pretended; queſticyilt. This ſculkuig and diſguiſed 

3 challenger could not have met with a meeter combatant; a 

man 1o/eminent in-ſchool-divipity, that the Jeſuits have felt, 

_ and+for, ought. 1. fee, ſhrunk under his ſtrength, in their 

Scientia Media. — Tbe man will find himſelf here over-an- 

 {yered;3: and receive too much honour, from ſuch an pron 

right 


Mens”; niſm that it may be ſaid of him, ** rho? thou falleſt by t 
ban of the great Eneas. “ The elder Spanliiem ſtyles him, 
© Sabtilissimus Theologus simul & Philasophus, a moſt a- 
cute philoſopher as well as divine. And Mr. Neal ſays, in 

his, History gf the Puritans, vol. 3. chap. vii.“ He was al 
 - lowed to bes perſon of prodigious knowledge in ſchool divi- 
_  nny--a,Jubtle- diſputant—and withal, a modeſt, humble, 
duc religicus perſon.” The concurring 'teltimony of ſo 
' > "many, eminent diwines mult be of conſiderable importance to | 
, eſtabliſh-the truth of the above narrative, and alſo to aſccr- Wi bit 
ain Dr. IT wille's:true character. And, here we ſee, that ing 
huis ſiterery reputgtion was not conſined to England; but alſo f U 
Vieh extended beyond. the ſeas. And his moſt learned e 
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50 e adverſaries have COT: eſſed, that there was nothing then ex · Wit 
_ taſſt, more. exact, accurate and full, touching the Arminian Lo 
1 eue than what 2 publiſhed. ; nor Raye any writ 
tn pot this. argument lance the-publication of Dr. Twille's 
JJ. booarible ans: of him. A 
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what Cornelius Nepos, tlie famous biographer of antiquity,” 
e, with regard to Themiltocles, the celebrated Atheman 
commander,” who bravely defended Athens, may well be ap- 
cede Dr. Twilſe with relation to the Arminian controver- 
ſy Theniiltocles. wis great in this war, and no leſs in 
pans And a real attachment to the truth, along with 

an ardent defire to aſcertain it unto the ſatisfaction of his own 
mind; was his apology for diſtinguiſhing himſeif ſo. much in a 
cohtroverſial way, as appears from his preface to a bouk ach; 
int Mr. Cotton, | | * t& e eee PUP Re ou 


ITT (3 


0 * 3 


Dr. Twissx refuſed to read the King's--proclamatian, 
mom called the Book of Sports, wherein the people 
were alſowed to uſe certain ſports on the Lord's day; and. þ 
which was commanded to be read in all churehes, on pain of ] 
ſuſpe i ſĩon both from office and benefice : yea, he declared a- 
game ir. Other faithful godly miniſters did the fame, for r 
which that ſevere penalty was inflicted upon them. Butt | 
when Ring James was informed of Dr. Twiſſe's refuſal, he ; 
ſecretly commanded the Biſhops not to meddle with him. 7 
The Ning knew well, that though Dr. Twiſfe had only a 
ſmall eſtate, and hved meanly at hoine, yet his fame was f 
great ju all the reformed churches; and that nothing could 
be dene hardly againſt him, but it would redonnd greatly to 


the difgrace of thoſe who did ft. 
n 3&4 x > #208 5:3, £29? ' 


Tirs eminent champion for the caufe of Chriſt, 'now aps 
peared to plead the cauſe, as it was in the hands of the Pu- 
ritans, "wherein he and they laboured as for life, to uſe his 
own" expreſſion, He faithfully admoniſhed rhe people under 

his paſtoral care, to beware of the profanation of tbe ſab» 

bath, by ſports, paſtimes, May - games, dancings, and follows . 
kg carnal worldly pleaſures': and he farther enjoined them 
to-remember the ſabbath day to keep it holy. And there 
was a loud call for the continuation of his faithful teſtimouy, 0M 
with tat of others, | againſt the awfül profanation of is } 
Lords day, by that moſt irreligious and deteſtable of all procla - 9 j 
mations-that ever Rained the biſlorie page ihe blaſphemour — 1 
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Bock of Sports. For 7s Charles I, ad m father) 
edi for allowing ſports aud recreations on the fabbath da, 
0 ſuch as public,worthip-; and be ordered his pro 
clamation, for that purpoſe, to be publicly read by the cer. 
after divine ſervice. And, the Puritans refuſing obediency 
= this diſgraceful command, were therefore puniſhed wi 
_ Laſpepſian or deprivation m. Dr. Twiſſe ſtill continued iy 
af the trumpet to his mouth, to ſhew the people their trans. 
jon, and the house of Facob their fins, Ia. lri. 1. 
8 he ſpared neither King nor Parliament, but engaged then 
Vith their own weapons ſet againſt them: Like David, when 
he cut off the head of Goliah the giant, with his own ſword, 
1 Sam. xyii. 30, 5. He, with great ingenuity, turned the 2 
their own parliament,” concer ding the ſabbath, againſt then, 
ſelves He managed this with great propriety and energy, di. 
A aying his vſyal forcible and animated reaſoning on the (ub 
== He alſo appeared againſt the publications of theſe time; 
Wo ſupport of ſabbath profanation, as the tranſlator of Dr, 
. Tae Lectures, and others, Who came on the field u 
Fourſe, concerning the dactrine of the 2 And 
Faithful teſtimony. bearing, againit this very glaring evil, v 
not in vain in the Lord It had its good fruit; ſal 
ry eſſect in due time. | For when the Parkamen went 0 
- vigarouſly- with their intended reformation, in the jet 
1643, they applied themſelves to that of the ſabbath 
Aud on May 5, this year, the book tolerating ſports on th 
Lord's day way ordered to be burned by the bands of th 
common bangman in Cheapſide, London, and other ul 
8 - places, which was dyne the 11th of May 4643; and 
., perſons: having copies thereof, were requeſted to deli 
chem up to one of the Sheriffs. of London to. be burned 0. 
By this inſtance, we may fee, that in due time, the faith) 
En s of the Lamb ſhall overcome all oppoſition by l 
, and by the word of their teſtimony, Rev. xii. 1 
3 the eyil continues, our e againſt 


n Hume 's Hiſt. of England, chap. nu. 1633+ | 
eee fe abu, pag 5 £ 


1 Net's Rutz: of the Furitant, vol. 3. chap. l. 
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ought to be diſplayed. As one of the ancients, when aſked” 


bow: Jong be would contirve- to preach againſt | profane | 


ſwearing, replied; „Until the people ceaſe from ſwearing pr 
fanely 8, So Dr. Twiſſe AR to teſtiſy agam * | 
Baok of Sports, until it was aboliſhed. Ile ever facrificed 
his own eale to confiderations of public utility in the cauſe of 
Chriſt ud it was probably on account _ of his ſpirited ap- 
pearances againſt the corruptions and evils of theſe times, 
that Dr. Prideaux once ſaid, © That the Biſhops did little 
conſylt. their own credit becauſe they had not preferred Dr. 
Twille, though againſt his will, to ſome ſplendid eccleſſaſ. 
tical dignity. ”?. - He thought, no doubt, that this would 
have been ain effectual mean to ſtop his mouth from ſpeaking 
ainft them, and the ſins of the times. Hence it appears, that 
De. Lille was an eminent champion for the grace of God, the 
morality and ſanctification of the ſabbath, and that Purnan 
divinity, which the-honours of the good old way belong unto. 


Hx was eſteemed an able diſputent. Dr. Baillie; wha had 


— 


gonſiderable opportunity of knowing what his talents were 


this way, ſays, in one of his letters addreſſed to the preſby- 
tery of Irvine, dated Eondon, February 28, 1641, Dr. 
Twiſle, to our great comfort, is here turned a remonſtrant. 
Dr, Twiſſe, if there be any diſpute, offers to be one. He 
s doubtleſs the molt able diſputer in England g. 78 


He generally wiſhed to decline a verbal conference with - 
regard to matters of diſputation. And, for this, he gives 


done more quietly by rng the managers of the contro—- 
veriy will then be kept free from foreign diſcourſe ; the ar- 
guments on each ſide may be more properly and deliberately 
weighed ; anſwers returned with due conſideration; and the 
holy things of God may be more decently bandled . 


the following, reaſons ;=—Becauſe, theſe things may be 


„ Vicare' Parliamentary Chronicle, page 382; 


86rming the petition of the Eoglisb and Scotch againat E 
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Ar the.commencement of che (civil war, in the arbitrary 
cd.eceſau of Charles I. he was forced to leuve Newbury by the 
__ © cavahiers, or King's ſoldiers and their party. Ihe King's 
party ſpared none Who were upon the- fide of the Parl. 
N 2 Aud then the Doctor ſuffered perſecution for righte. 
Ap upon calling together the | Aſſembly of Divines x 
_ © Weftmintter,/ in the year 1643, he was choſen and appoint. 
en by both Houſes ot Parliament, to be their Prolocutor, in 
Which place he continued until his death. This place he of 
+ © ten _retufed; with bis uſual modeſty and humility, But © he 
who humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted;? According]y, he 
Was unanimouſly choſen to the chair; and filled it, thougb 
- -., * mach 17 1 his Will. I his Aſlembly of Dixines firſt met at 
King Henry VII's Chapel, in Weſlminſter-abbey, on Satur. 

day the 1ſt July 1643. At their firſt aſſembling, Dr. Twiſe, 
_ their Pi glocutor, preached à ſermon unto them, at which 
the Members of both Houſes of Parliament were. alſo pre. 
ſent. I his Aſſembly was prohibited by the King's Prock. 
mation of ſune 22; and he declared, that no acts done by 
them ought to be received by his ſubjects: he alſo thgeaten- 
ed to proceed againſt them with the utmoſt ſever ity of the 
bw ;-which\Dr: Twiſſe lamented, in his fermon at the 
opening of the- aſſembly, but hoped that in due time his Ma. 
Jeſty's conſent might be obtained. Notwithſtanding (ixty- 
nine thiniflers/afſembled the firſt day, who were called to 
meet there; and after ſermon the ordinance of Parliament 
was read; declaring the cauſe and intention of their conven- 
tion, vis. the ſettlement of religion and church government. 
nd then the roll, containing the names of the miniſters ap- 
Peine, was called over, and the names of thoſe who were 
\  ablentzmarked, + About one hundred and twenty were no- 
mimstedd and appointed. They did not appear there in cano- 
W  ' -_  nical habits, but chiefly in black coats and bands, in imitation 
ec the foreign Proteſtants ſ. Several of the ableſt divines WH ® 


_ © f Vicars Parliamentary Chronicle, page 352: Neal's History 
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« TWISSE. + 45... 
of that age will be found in the liſt of thoſe who were mem- 
bers of char-aſlembly «' They were both pious and learned; 
though, perhaps, none have ſuffered more in their charac- + 
ers and reputations; ſince the commencement of the Chriſti. 
m.&ra--;; This aſſembly was not a convenrion according to 
the dioceſan government; nor was it called by the votes of 
niaiſters, in the Preſbyterian form; but by the Parliament 
n extraordinary crcumſtances, for advice in church affairs. 
Many of che moſt learned Epiſcopal divines were nominated, 
dong. with the Preſbyteriaus and Independents z and Arch- 
dihop Uſher, Biſhops W eitford, Prideaux, and Brownriggy | 
Doctors Holdiworth, Hammond, Sanderfon,/ and others 
but they refuſed, becauſe the King had declared againſt it. 
None could enter to hear or ſce this aſſembly without a writ 
en order from both Houſes of Parliament, They wet 
every. work - day, except, Saturday, which was allowed the 
mes to prepare for preaching on the ſabbath. I heir ſeſſion 
was generally from nine o'clock in he morning until two or f 
three after oon; which the Yrolocutor began and ended with 
aer. Abou: ſixty. of the. Engluh divines were generally 
preſent. Theſe were divided into three committees and no 
man was excluded ho pleaſed to come into any of the three. 
Every committee tock a portion of the work prefcribed; and 
i their afternoon meeting prepared matters ſor the Aſſem- 
dy, writing, their ſentiments in diſtin propoſitions, ſup- 
ported by ſacred texts. After prayer, the ſcribe read the 
propolition aud text, whereupon the Aſſembly debated in a 
very grave, learned, ready and accurate manner. Id 
marvel,” ſays Mr. Baillic, one of the Scotch Commiſſioners 
that Aſſembly, at the very accurate and extemporary - 
replies. chat many of them uſually make. They harangue . 
long and very learuedly. They ſtudy the queſtion well be- 


lorehand, and prepare their ſpeeches; but withal the men 


ae exceeding prompt, aud well ſpoken 3. None were 
called up to ſpeak, but all roſe of their own accord, and ſpoke 
45 long. as they pleaſed without interruption. All ſpeeches 
were addreſſed to the Prolocutor. And when they ha 


ſpoken” whatever they pleaſed upon every propoſition, and 
2 5 Baillie's Letters. Let. 39“ vol, 2: 
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a were heard, hy moſt. part 
this the ſeribe. roſe monk the 
the: faloeutor's chair, ho read the 
7855 ſeribeꝰs bock. and ſaid, «© So many az 
at vr is well ſtated in the propoſi. 
When the ayes were heard, the 
el thoſe 48 thought other wiſe, to ſay uo. 
1 3 be readily known, then the 
_ / s ſcribes, and they went on to 
debate. It che gyes and noes were nearly equal, the Pro. 
Jontor called upon them ſeparately to ſtand up, and they 
were numbered by the ſeribes and others. When the weather 
donne cold, che Aſſembly went to the Jeruſalem Chamber, 
2 für room in Weſtminſter-abbey. . Ar the upper end of it 
there was a chair ſet on a frame, abont : one foot above the - 
floor, for Dr. Twiſſe, the Prolecutor. Before it, on the 
e ſtood two: chairs for the aſſeſſors, Dr. Burgeſs and 
f White. Before theſe two chairs ſtood: a table, _ 
tte two ſeribes did; fit, Mr. Byfield and Mr. R 
T The Scotch Commiſſioners ſat on the Prolocator's 5 
* hund. Al warrants from the Parliament to ſit in chis Al. 


 Nembly were preſented to the Projocutor. He welgomed 
the Scotch Commiſſioners into the Aſſembly at, their arrival, 
by a long ſpeech. Mr. Baillie, ſpeaking concerning him, 2 
Pretocutor of this Aſſembly, ſays, © The man, as the world 
knows, is very learned in the queſtions he has ſtudied, and 
Rene and beloved of all, and highly eſteemed #.” And 
alamy ſays, That he was very famous on account cf 
his wit, learning; and writings.** It hach been ſaid that he 
* little in 9 2 Aﬀembly. And ſome have interpreted 
Wit an argument either of his'weakneſs, or at leaſt of the 
il '' © deelme of hs inte intellectual powers at that time. But as So. 
| 7 Phaczet, when his ſons charged him with dotage, is ſaid to have 
1 recited a tragedy of Oedipus Colonens, Which he had |: 
Ko Written, and had in bis hands; and to have'aſked; whether 
UE ſeemed to be he verge of AE its Sor. Twifſ could 
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aſily have fenced ſuch bold eenſurers, by the exhibition d 
thoſs vigorous maſculine. pieces, which he penned in the dif- 
erent periods of kis life, But his diſpoſition to decline ver- 
ww conference in matters of diſputation, (for. reaſons already 
mentioned, )- his modeſty and humility, with the place which 
be occupied in this Aſſembly, may ſufficiently account for his | 
beaking betle there. Beſide, Dr. Baillie informs us, thacr. 
lar parts of five did not ſpeak at all; and that among thele | 
were many of the ableſt divines, and known by their Writitigs - 
ind ſermons to be much abler than ſeveral of the ſpeakers. 
That filence was no reproach in that. Aſſembly,” and” did 
nt hinder the work v. And ſome very eminent men, who 
would ſpeak well, have, notwithſtanding, been great lovers 
of fence, and ſeldom ſpoke, except when they reckoned 
that this was abſolurely neceſſary. It is ſaid, concerning Dr. EC 
Bradley, one of the greareit Engliſh Aſtrogomers of the _ 
we wherein he lived, © That he ſpoke well, and expreſſed | 
is ideas with great preciſion and perſpicutty ; notwithſtand - -... 
Its which he was a great lover of ſilence ;—atid.it has been = 
blerved of him, that he ſeldom ſpoke, except when he con». j 
rived it abſolutely neceſſary u. May we not fuppoſe, that 
this was the caſe. with Dr. Twiſſe? And that he was lik 


„ CTY .__— . , eee 
: 


„celebrated Epaminondas, concerning whom Cornelius 

u Nees ſays, He was deſirous of hearing others diſcourſe; 

d er this he thought one might learn in the eaſieſt manner x. 
dime the Spectator, he hath ſufficiently atoned for his 
ag lictle in this Aſſembly, by writing himſelf out before 


of ce, in vindication of the cauſe of God and truth y. Be- Ws 
de what he had printed, he left about thirty pieces com- | 


tec behind him, according to Mr. Clark. And therefore, 


he I Sophoc!es, who compoſed tragedies in his very old age, 
ve 7 N „ # 8 5 
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C1 
- was hotourably acquitted from dhe baſe charge brong): 
_ againſt him by his ſons, when they appeared before upright 
and reaſonable judges : So will Dr. Twiſſe, in like manuer, 
be acquitted from the charge of ſpeaking little in this Af. 
Rwy. WOES Og 
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"Hz was eminently diſtinguiſhed as a writer; as will appear 
by the teſtimonies of many learned men, already brought 
ſor ward in this narrative. And as theſe are ſufficient to 
aſcertain his true character, as a writer, and diſcover the 
nature of his writings'in-a general way, we ſhall ſay little 

more concerning this. 1 ſhall here favour the Reader with 
an anonymous remark, in manuſcript, on this ſubject, which 
I received from London, in a book of Dr. Twiſſe's. The 
whole fcope, and intent of Dr. Twiſſe's writings, is, to ſet 
forth' the ab@lute Sovereignty and Lordſhip of God, over 
all created beings, both angels and men: and to ſhew, that 
no man in nature's tate, with all his acquired abilities, can 
poſſibly put forth one act pleaſing to God.“ He often 4. 
fords conſiderable entertainment to his reader, by. the viva- 
city of his genius, and the ſharpneſs and elegance of his 
wit, He r uſes jocuſe or hiſtorical diverſions, to 
animate the ſpirits of-his readers, and to preſerve them from 
wearineſs. Many of his excellent writings are in Latin. 
One reaſon of this is, that the Latin language was then more 
generally a medium of communication and intercourſe in di- 
vinity, literature, and ſcience, than it is now. God ſcems 
to have raiſed him up in his holy and wiſe Providence, at 
this time, and placed him eminently, with the pen in his 
hand, apainſt all the adverſaries of his grace and truth, like 
another Bradwardine Zz, _ N 


HFIs epiſtolary correſpondence ſeems to have been con- 
ſiderable ; and alſo the ſphere of his literary acquaintance.— 
He had an epiſtolary correſpondence with Mr, Joſeph Mede, 
ſome time Fellow of Chriſt's College, Cambridge, u hom be 

of his ** worthy friend,” in his Morality of the Fourth 


See Rivers Latin Preſace, formerly referred to. 


* 


0 ** th 5 


; 4 
: 3 
1 
U o 
[ 
i 4 
; \ ö 
i 4 ; 1 
[ ö , 
. y 
1 | 
Ii 
i ” 
U ; 
N 4 
'4 
4 11 
[A ; 
* 4 
. Y , 
o 4 . 
? l 7 
| 'R 
' 
: | 
* | 
1 UF 
. 0 * * . 
* 5 z . 
; 4 ; 9 by 
=_ 4 ! | 
a 7 v1 
1 is ; 
= 
. © 
1 
1 


TWISSE. 19 
Tux contentions in Church and State broke his heart. He 
cen wiſhed heartily, that the fire of contention might be 
quenched, though it were with his own blood.“ My foul 
ich long dwelt with him who hateth peace. I am for peace; 
but when 1 ſpeak; they are ſor war Pſal. cxx. 6, 7. He 
vas much grieved and diſpleaſed to ſee liberty given to here- 
fes and blaſphemies. He tived under an abiding ſenſe of 
the groſs corruption and total depravity of his nature, Wich 
den filled him with aſtoniſhment :—a ſcripture.mark of a xe · 
generate ſoul. See Pſal, xxxviii. 4. and H. 5. Rom vi 23,24. 
And he was much employed in the confeſſion of his fins. I 
xknowledped my {in unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not 
bid, I ſaid, I will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord,” 
Pal xxxii. 5. See Pal. li. 3, 4. and Dan. ix. 4. He frequently, 
dfered up unfeigned thanks to God, who, of his/mere grace 
and love, had kept bim from ſuch honours as might = 
xpoſed him to temptations and ſnares. Abounding in the 
race of humility, he was ſtill admiring the gifts and graces 
f God in others, and highly eſteeming and commendiog 
hem, though they were far inferior to his own, He 
greatly reſpected and reverenced all good men, and thought 
y meanly of himſelf: remembering what is ſaid, Rom, xi. 
lo. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
ve, in honour preferring one another, He conſtantly 
kept a monthly faſt in His own family, whereby he endea- 
Foured to quicken his prayers, by which, with great 
oportunity, he ſought God in the behalf of his affſicted 
hurch, pleading that he would he gracious unto it, and reſtore 
f to peace in his own due time. He was particularly minde 
ul of the church of Chriſt, in his family faſts and pray ers. 
"If T forget thee, O Jeruſalem, ler my right hand foget 
ts cunning. If 1 do not remember thee, let my tongue 
leave to the roof of my mouth: If I prefer not Jeruſalem 
dboye my chief joy. Pſal cxxxvii. 5, 6. He applied him- 
elf daily. to the throne of grace by prayer, with great zeal 
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nd grace to help in time of need.” Heb. iv. 16. and, 
ways before dinner and ſupper, he read a portion of the 
dly ſcriptures, expounding the more obſcure and difficult 
pallages, for the edification of his family. And out of them, 


% 


nd fervour of ſpirit ** That he might obtain mercy, and » - 


rue 


— — | 
he nt beer. arguments, by which he might the more aba 
If and bis, and with the prearer importunity wreſ 


— God, for the obtaining Lach blefimgs - and favoun 
nus he craved from bim It was à cuſtom, in "theſe times, 
read a portion of the holy ſcriptures at meals, that their ſoo, 

might be refreſhied along with their bodies; that they nigt 
foe themſelves in the glaſs of the divine law ; become better 
- acquainted with the word of God, as their comfort in afl 


tion; and learn to underſtand the way of his precepts, ſo u 
_- to keep them diligently, and talk of all his wondrous wor 


44 Athens, He had ſo learned the precepts of the greateſt pi 


Hy Noble porpoſes «+ Dr, Twiſle did. 


- Pfal- cu. 4.27. —49, 150. As is ſaid concerning Pompoi. 
us Atticus, the famous Roman Knigbt, who lived long 


Joſophers, that he made uſe of 2 for the conduct of h 
ite, and not for oftentation a. And Corveligs Nepcs 2 
Informs us, concerning Atticus, “ That none, ever hear 
any other entertainment for the ears at his meals, ban! 
reader; which we think indeed very pleaſant ; nor vg 
there ever a ſupper at his houſe without ſome reading, thit 
- his gueſts might be entertained nat leſs in their minds than n 
their ſtomachs; for he invited thoſe whoſe manners wert 
not different from bis own .“ It appears from this paſlage 
" that men of learning and taſte have had ſome to read hiſt 
xy, or other books, for diverti inſtructing their guc 
At table; and that occaſion mir hereby be given to ſony 
wſeful or learned diſcourſe. And if ſo. it Pub. become 
"Chriſtians to read the word of God at their meals, for {ud 


a a« a@©@ A. co X44 cc. 0 a 


In this eminent character, piety and "WA are united 
beautiful conſtellation, whey they meet in the ſame perſo 
| Learning in religious hearts, like the gold in the ear-ring 

: 7 the I{raclites, is a moſt precious ornament,” ſays an en 
ent W c. Piety crowns learning Dr. L wiſle's liogy 


4 Nep. Attic, chap. xvii. 
Nep. Antic- chap.” xi. 4 
'L mr Fr, Applic. I, Exer. 12 
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<a. 


migiſterial abilities, and his very. elaborate uſeſul writi 


with his truly. amiable and excellent, character, rendered hun 
univerſally reſpected during his life, and hold him up now 


when he is dead, as a noble example to Chriſtians in general, 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt in particuſsr. And it is 


web to be wühed that we were Cifpoſed to follow fach 


a laudable example. For, like Conſtantius, the Roman Em- 
peror, be was both amiable and yenerable. to his flock and 
acquatutances d. But as it hath always been the caſe ſince 
the. begining, that he woo was Vorn after the flesh per- 
zecured him who was born after the Spirit, even $0 it was 
now's For this very. eminent champion in the cauſe of God 
and truth, was deſigned to ruin by the Canterburian fac- 
tion as Mr. Henry Jeanes fays he found in a manuſcript un- 
der his own band e. The chief occaſion of this probably was, 
becauſe his pen was found to be a very heavy hammer in wer 
ing to pieces the modern Pelagian hereſy, while he made trut 
eminently his bucklcr., For“ all who will live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus ſhall ſuffer per ſecution, 2 Tim. ili. i 2. 


Hx was of an eaſy d ſition, and too prone to be deceived 
by thoſe whom. he judged to be godly, He was a Supralap- 
farian : conſidering man not fallen, nor yet created, as the 
object of predeſtination. Accordingly, in his writmgs, he 
goes into the Supralapfarian 3yay of explaining the doctrine 
election and of reprobation. And yet he fays, That 
he reckons. that controverſy, relative to the order of God's 
decrees, to be merely ape x logicus—a logical nicety,“ as he 
calls it, in his Riches of God's Love, part ii, page 50 f. 


Dr. Twisse maintained, as ſeveral eminent orthodox di- 
vines have done, That God, by his abſolute power, ſet- 
ing aſide his decree or free . conſtitution, . can forgive fin 
without any ſatisfaction.“ He hath a whole digreſſion againſt 
__ 8 Eutrop. chap. x. 1 

+ Preface to bis Riches of God's Love, 


See Vind, Grat. 1, x. degracd. dig- 5: 
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 fays, God, by his abſolute power, could have ſaved man 
without a Mediator: He is omnipatent, and could have done 


mankmd and fallen angels with heaven, without any ſatis. 


A the very learned Twirse oppoſes himſelf to us. And 


illuſtrious, and the accqrate Twiſſe. The moſt grave and 


had by the King's ſoldiers, infomuch, that when ſome of the 


* 
— 


\ 


* * 
' 


Piſcator and Lubbertus, on this ſubject g. And Calvin ex. 
preſsly ſays; on John xv. 13. That Gog might, by a word 
_ only, or by his command, have redeemed us; but he tock 
this way through his Son, that his love might be made more 
maniſeſt. And | 5; in his Orthodox Evangeliſt, chap. ii, 


hat be pleaſed.” And Mr. Rutherford, Chriſt dying and 
drawing ſinners to himſelf, pages 7, 8, ſays, ** If we ſpeak 
of God's abſolute power, without reſpect to his free decree, 
he could have pardoned fin without a ranſom, and gifted all 


faction of either the ſinner or his ſurety ; for he neither pu. 
nitheth fin, nor tenders heaven to men or angels by neceſſity 
of nature—as the fire caſteth out heat, and the ſun light— 
but freely.“ 10 8 Pr 

Dr. Owen oppoſes Dr. Twiſſe, concerning this point, in 
his Diſſertation on Divine Juſtice ; where he ſpeaks very 
honourably and reſpectfully gf him as his nioſt learned antz- 
gonift, He {ays, chap. xii. ſect. q.** But here, firit, of al 
the autagoniſts, and who indeed is aimoſt equal to them all, 


while Dr. Owen, in this controverſy with Dr. Twiſſe, fl. 
lows this veteran leader, ſo well trained to the ſcholattic 
field ;**—as he ſtyles him, he conſtantly calls him, “ Tis 
great man; our learned antagoniſt; the learned Ty iſſe; our 
yuttly celebrated antagoniſt ; this renowned man; the very 


judicious divines, as Rivet, Burgeſs, Rutherford, and others, 
haye alſo honoured his name with ſimilar diſtinguiſhing epithets, 

Hz was allowed to be an excellent caſuiſt. But notwith- 
ſtanding all his accompliſhments, Mr, Neal ſays, that he 
died in very neceſſitous circumſtances, having loſt all that he 


Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter were deputed to viſit 
him in his ſickneſs, they reported, © that he was very ſich, 
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md in great ſtraits,” And, Mr. Jeanes, in-his preface to his 
Riches of God's Love, complains of his having been ſhame- 
fully „ where he declares againſt the unnatural 
vatuty ok England, in preferring ſtrangers above ſuch of 
their own countrymen, as far ſurpaſſed them. And, he 
adds, of this unjuſt partiality, no profeſſion hath taſted 
more than that of divinity z for of our miniſters, ſuch whom 
God bath beſt fitted with parts and learning for diſcuſſing 
controverſies, have been ſo. undervalued in compariſon 4 
ſome foreign divines, whoſe learning was little better than 
ſyſtematic, as that they have languiſhed in their private 
ſtadies, and had died in obſcurity, unleſs the fame of their 
great abilities had been echoed over to us by the general 
applanſe of all chriſtendom,”” But like Cornelius Nepos, 
we muſt meaſure great men by their eminent qualities, and 
not by their condition and circumſtances in this world H. 


Tux great contentions and warm debates in the Aſſem 
of Divines, much diſturbed his thoughts; and his diſturbed 
thoughts greatly impaired his bodily health: and his health 
bejug impaired, white his private ſtudies and public employ- 
ments were not abated, he was much reduced. Accordingly, 
when he ſpake unto God in the name of the people, and to 
the” people in the name of God, and raiſed up the hearts of 
his heardrs unto heaven, he fell down in the pulpit. Tho? his 
conſtitution was naturally good, and his diſpoſition cheerful! ; 
yet, throu gh age, his body was now become heavy and ſome. 
what burt aft XG and therefore, when very warmly em- 
ployed in ſpiritual things, bis out ward ſtrength failed him, — 
He was carried home, and laid upon his bed, and continued 
about a year under a lingering indiſpoſition. During, this 
time, he was viſited by perſons of all ranks, who loved ei- 
ther religion or learning. And, to his friends who vilited 
him, on the day of his diſtreſs, he gave remarkable and very 


conf{rtable evidences of his faith, Heb. xi-43. And, under 


is affliction, he was a rare example of patience and 2 
reſignation. Knowing this, that the trying of your faith” - 


worketh patience,” James i. 3. See Heb, x. 36, And the 


Nep. Eum. chap. i. 


n 8 TWIS SB. 
a „„ | © ts War? 
patience of the ſaints, which is the peculiar: gift of God, ar; 
an eminent fruit of the Spirit, is very profitable to chem a 
all times; and eſpecially in trouble and at death, whey it 
Hat h its perfect work, and faith is changed into the beazific 
vilion of God. | 


* , 
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„ Unaw'd by threats, unmov'd by force, 

My steady soul pursues her course, 
Collected, calm, resign'd ; 

Say ye, who search with curious eyes, 


The source whence human actions rise, | 
Say whence this turn of mind? 


is ec @@/ ba A _ «4 © R9Þﬀmw«- 


| *Tis Patience, heavy *n-descended maid ! 
Implor'd, flew swiftly to my aid, 
And lent her fost'r ing breast; 


Watch'd my sad hours with parent care, 
Repell'd th* approaches of despair, - 
And sooth'd my soul to rest i. 


Wurxx the time of his departure was at hand, he ſericuſly 
uttered theſe following words, which were almolt his laſt ;— 
„% Now, at length, I ſhall have leiſure to follow wy ſtudies 
to all eternity.” He died about the 2oth July, 1646, in the 
ſeventy - ſirſt year of his age. His body was buried with 
great honour and folemnity, according to his dignity, and 
former friendſhip with his brethren, at the requeſt of the 
Aſſembly, in the collegiate church of St. Peter's Weſtmin. 
ſter, near the upper end of the poor folks? table, next the vel. 
try, ou the 24th of July, and was attended by the whole 
Aſſembly: of Divines in a body, There his body reſte til 
the reſtoration of King Charles II. when his bones were dug 
up by an helliſ order of council, on the 14th September, 


gens Chronicle, Dec. 1g, 1799: 


Al 
2 "5 * . e) — | p k 4 
186, and thrown, with the bone: of ſeveral others, into a 
hole in the church-yard of Margaret's; befofe the back door 


of he; lodgings of one of the Prebendaries. Such jx the : 
of the church's enemies, that when they have 
no; more that they can do, they will even diſturb the bones 


belliſh rage 
Chriſt's members in their graves, 


treaſury ; but they were cheated out bf that, and whatever 


appear for them, in his kind Providence, that they obtained a 
decent ſupport.— Thou art the helper of the fatherleſs,”” 
Pal. x. 14. And in the Lord; the fatherleſs findeth mercy 


ſerve them alive; and let thy widows truſt in me,“ Jer. 


every volume which he wrote, which will be more durable 
have done great juſtice to his memory: He hath a place in 


Middleton's Biographia Evangelica, vol. iii. London, 1784 ;— 
and in the Biographical and Martyrological Did ionary, by a 
clergyman and others: Newcaſtle-upon- Tyne, printed by 
Angus, 1790. And his name well deſerves a place in every 
terary hiſtory of England, and in the archives of the re- 


| well ſay concerning Dr. Twiſſe, what Eutropius the Ro» 
tus, a very valiant man, who maintained a long war againſt 
Vas a man of great activity, uoderſtanding, and condudt k. 
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Tux day after bis burial, che Parliament voted a tho. 
ſand s to be given to his children, out of the public 


their father left. . Notwithſtanding, God was ſo pleaſed to 


e children, 1 will pre. 


Mr. Clank ſays, That he needed neither troplües, mar- 
bles, nor epitaphs. He provided monuments ſor himſelf by 


than eithet ſtatues of braſs or marble. And biographers 
Clark's Lives of Eminent Perſons, London, 1683, folio; —in - 


formed churches, both at home and abroad. And, we may © 
man hiſtorian ſays with regard to Mithridates, King of Pon- 


tle Romans, When he gives an account of his death,“ He 


_— 


N Wiss. 


I $HALL here ſubjom à part of a 1 Which I lately 
= rocured in London, as it eſpecially reſpects Dr. Twiſſe⸗ 
Bl 7 e, xs Prolocutor of the 8 Ga of Diri lies, 


- 
— 


de Tas great auenibly once renown 'd, 
Whose fame in foreign parts did ound, 
Displac'd on earth, in haste remove 
Their session to their house above. 
Seraphic TwWIssE went first tis true, 
Ay Protocutor, it was his dye: W ; 
| Then Borroughs, Marshall, Whitaker, Uu, 
| ' George, Gataker, Ash, Vines, White, —still 
Sharp swords soonst cut their sheaths—Pern, Strong, 
| | _  $purstowe, Tuckney, Calamy, they throng 
=. ; The gate of bliss, as if they ſear, 
| That heaven would fill ę er they got there. 
| | 4 He' s with the rest, the praise to sing, L 
4 Of our most loving Lord and King; 
There no dissenting bi thren be, 
_ - But all as one, in one agree. _ Fe N 
| = : One mouth, one mind, one heart, one way; 
bil # bs $96 Na strife, which Side shall bear the sway. 75 
All doubts resol v a, all knots unty'd, 
Alt truth! in the God of truth espy'd: 
With warmest love they D432" 
Fach other, full of perfect grace 12 
Their glory's great, t their wealth is yaſt ; 
but O the pleastcre that they taste 
the tree ol liſe, and. in the Sight 


BOY that blest face, that's all delight. 


an 
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What tongue can tell, what mind can think, - 


What joy tis of this spring to drink! 
Go fawning world, tempt me no more, 
With thy skin-deep fading store. 

Thy best, thy Whole is but a toy 

To that these happy souls enjoy. 

My God invites to angels fare, 

To which thy trash cannot compare: 
On swinish husks why should I feed, 

When 1 may eat what's meat indeed! 

O let my heaven - born soul expire 
Itself in sallies, and desire my 

Only to rest, and make its stay, | 

Where Thou ART ALL IN ALL fer axe.“ 
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